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Michael McGeehin, Ph.D., is Director, Division of 

Environmental Hazards and Health Effects (EHHE), National 

Center for Environmental Health (NCEH), Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). His division includes 

the National Environmental Public Health Tracking Program, 

CDC’s Asthma Control Program, the Harmful Algal Bloom 

Surveillance Project, and the Nuclear Weapons Facility 

Dose-Reconstruction Program. 

Prior to being director of EHHE, Dr. McGeehin was chief of the Health Studies 

Branch (HSB), NCEH. During his tenure, HSB staff conducted investigations on a wide 

variety of environmental problems including the 1995 Chicago heat wave, children’s 

deaths in Haiti from diethylene glycol poisoning, children’s lead poisoning and pesticide 

exposure along the U.S.-Mexico border, and Pfiesteria outbreaks along the southeastern 

U.S., among others. Before joining NCEH, Dr. McGeehin was chief of the Health 

Investigations Branch, Division of Health Studies, Agency for Toxic Substances and 

Disease Registry (ATSDR) and was ATSDR’s Senior Regional Representative in Denver. He 

began his career with CDC in 1978 in the Center for Prevention Services. 

Dr. McGeehin is CDC’s point person for global climate change. He served as co-

chair of the health sector on the U.S. National Assessment of Climate Change. He also 

represents CDC for the Natural Hazards Research Center, Council on Environmental 

Quality (CEQ) Interagency Working Group on Environmental Indicators, National Water 

Quality Assessment Advisory Council, National Drinking Water Advisory Council, ECOS 



Environmental Health Forum, and the interagency committee for Environmental 

Protection Agency’s (EPA) report on the environment, among others. 

Dr. McGeehin has authored, or co-authored, articles on numerous 

environmental health topics including bladder cancer and disinfection by-product (DBP) 

exposure, heat wave morbidity, heat wave response plans, health effects of global 

climate change, childhood lead poisoning, and environmental health surveillance. In 

1989, he received his M.S.P.H. from the University of Colorado and his Ph.D. in 

environmental health science from Colorado State University in 1992. 

 


